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Whatever possessed the guys at Audio

Research Corpaoration to dump the look of the
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Function bheats form. It may_ﬂput be pretty, but the
VSid3 integrated amp has a great personality...
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mains Inlet. Curicusly, there's no taoe putpul, bul

then Audio Rezearch might just be tipping the hat |

1o the 21st century: nowadays. pirates record via
computer straight on to their CD burners

[t's like this: you epproach the VSI55 the way
you would anv stripped-cown equivalent of &
[uxury item. You get the most important part of
the package - its inherent performance - &t &
price you can afford. The VSIES is simply too
good to be dismissed becausa it's so dumpy

Fed with signals frem the Marantz CD-12/0A-
12 CD player and the SME 30 Mk |l
turntabie/SME Series Y armi/Koetsu  Urushi
cartridge through Lhe EAR phono stage. wired
gntirely with Transparent cables, nio the
aforementioned speakers, the baby ARC took all

Volume setting is displayed by a 20-LED array
LIeft] while further LEDS indicate mute and
sterea/mano status, as well as the chosen inpul.
Control buttons [ahovel, including volume
up/down, are duplicated on the remote handsel

refrieval and this
amplifier appealing not just to tube canverts who
are short of casl
reans of weaning |isteners awsy from transisiors

Probably the meost impressive element, if the

sheer clanty that makes

| can see it being used as &

abave strikes you as an amusing way to position
an amp, is the bass. No way will you mistake the
|ower registers for the sphincter-clenching bottom
octaves recreated by big transistor powerhouses
MNever would you consider even showing let alone
playing this to 8 double-digt-10'd, backwards-
baseball-cap-wearing hip-hop casuaity. It does
not move mountains, nor cause plaster to crack
[t will not make yeu think that a 16-whealer just
drove by your house. But it will do justice to any
recording vou can feed (b, from snap-bass funk fo

It will not move mountains nor cause
plaster to crack. It will not make you feel
a 16-wheeler has driven past your house.
But it will do justice to any recording

of 20 seconds to convince me that it was a
tharsoghbred. My current bingle-up-the-spina
dise, Joss Stone's debul, The Soif Sessions
provided ample gvidenoa that this amplifier could
midband ana wocal
textures with the sort of vensimilitude that we
crave fram a ‘high fidelity’ system

OK, OK, so we're falking push-pull tube
circuitry from big, fat classic glassware (rather
ttan sentiment-drenched 3008s). It was almost a
given that there would be warmth galcre, with
spund that's easy on the ears. But therg's more
then & hint of modemity in the form of detail

handle the all-impottant

High-grade rear
socketry includes
well spaced
binding posts
for speaker
connection
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acoustic jazz o explosive soundtracks: The
sound had a foundation, a mass that suggested
z much larger amp with far greater power
reserves and wider dynamic capailibies. than
onie wou'd associate with a 2x50W tube job
And fer those of you who think faterally, ro, I'm
not suggesting that the marriage with GQuads
works 5o well because they are less revealing
than the Wilson WATT Puppies. It will pleasa
you to know that ever the Puppies couldn't
expase any parkicular shortcomings

But there's gne other ares where the V3125
denies 1ts role as the entry lavel fixture in the

ARC catalogue: it creales a vast, genuingely threa-
dimensional soundstage. |'ve heard Digger - The
Molntosh CEZOOMC2I02 combination reveals
gnother “few feet’ of depth and width - but one
cannot fault the sensa of proportion within the
VSiES's ample playground Add o this enviahle
transparency and a sweet, fast and pregise upper
register, and you have a little honey that reminds
me (and not just because of the naff finish) of the

truly classic Dynaco  PAS3/Steren 70
combination

If ‘utilitanan’ is @ four-letter word in your
dictionary, another grand will pay for the

shockingly good T+A ¥-10. If you need a tape
loep, or balanced cperation, or even a 483mm
front panel, the market's full of alternatives. But
if you want honesty — both in terms of sound and
value — and can live with the basics, the lure of
the VSiE5 could prove overpowering. I

Ken Kessier

Technology

You will do 3 double-take when you see this if you're
familiar with its amp-only sibling. The VSi55 may be
25mm taller and S0mm deeper than the V555, and
the milled, anodised top plate is 38mm desper, with
larger inset Audio Research logo as used on the VT
series of the power amps, yet the resemblance is
almost clone-like. The VSi55 has a passive pre-amp
stage and microprocessor control, but the active
circuilry is essentially that of the power amplifier,
with 7dB mare gain for greater sensitivity (0.38V),
accounting for the passive pre-amp. It features the
V555° Class A input with regulated OC heater supply
and driver stages consisting of three GN1P valves.
The parlial cathode-coupled Class AB outpuf stages
use two pairs of Russian BS50EH outpot tubes.

B Great value compared with separates

B High-nuality relay-operated conlrol section

B Impressive bass periommance
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